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Strong transitions involving
collaboration and support among staft
parents andchildren before, during anc
after the transition period can improve

equity in education.

Melhuish, 2014
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Junior Kindergarten/Kindergarten Overview

The Department of Education,Culture and Employment (ECE) is committed to
supporting the territorial implementation of Junior Kindergarten (JK) in the
Northwest Territories (NWT). Junior Kindergarten for 4year old children and
Kindergarten for 5-year old children (JK/K) are both free optional, playbased
programs providing children with learning opportunities to establish a solid
foundation for lifelong learning, ongoing development, and a positive first start to
school.

Together, the Departments of Health and Social Services (H&8d ECE continue to
support all NWT children and their families through the development and
implementation of a joint Right From the Start: Early Childhood Framework and
Action Plan

O
EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

The development of a standard territorial JKK orientation process will help
OO0PPI OO .74 AEEI AOAT AT A OEAEO £E£EAI EI EAq
creates the least amount of stress. It is essential that schools and community
services work together to support families and children with podive
experiences Right From the Start This Orientation Handbook is designed to

support schools as they plan orientation activities for children as they
transition into Junior Kindergarten or Kindergarten.

Education, Culture and Employment 40f41
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Children learn naturally through play. The
NWT JK/K curriculum emphasize the
importance of play and child involvement
during the planning and delivery of play
based activities.

The Kkey to successful transitions is al
understanding of the elements of inguction
during transition that should remain the same
to gradually build on previous experiences
and learning (Stipek et al., 2017).

The curriculum is based on brain and early childhood development research,
honouring AEET AOAT 80 EAAT OEOUh 1 AT COACAR Al
AT A PDAOO AGPAOEAT AAO AO OEA AEEI AG6O £EC
A revised draft teacher guide accompanies the curriculum providing useful and
practical strategies and materials to help teachers delive]lK/K programming.

A balanced curriculum with
roughly equal emphasis on
play, self-regulation, and pre-
academic activities is
associated with high-quality
interaction with staff and
effective pedagogical
practices.

Slot et al., 2016
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NWT JK/K Orientation Handbooks

Helping children and families transition to JK/K is a shared responsibility.
Recognizing the need for schools, licensed early childhood programs, and
parents to all beon the same page to support children, there are three NWT
JK/K Orientation Handbooks designed to complement each other:

1 NWT JK/K Orientation Handbook for Licensed Early Childhood Programs:
Helping Children and Families Transition to School

1 NWT JK/K Oriatation Handbook for ParentsPreparing Your Child for School

T NWT JK/K Orientation Handbook for Schools

NWT Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten

NWT Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten
! I Onn o NWT Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten
Or

Each handbook contains information anddeasto help guide and support the
orientation to JK/K. Lists of ideasare provided for Superintendents, Principals,
Teachers, Parents, and Licensed Early Childhood Programs to guide decision
making. They are neither exhaustive nor mandatory, but should be used as a
helpful tool during discussions and planning.

Education, Culture and Employment 60f41
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NWT JK/K Oentation Handbook for Licensed Early Childhood Programs
Helping Children and Families Transition to School

The NWT JK/K Orientation Handbook for Licensed Ea

Childhood Programgprovides information to licensed day Mmoo m ke
care centresand family day homes to support children °°"
and families. As licensed early childhood program
prepare to say goodbye, they can use the information ar
ideas to help support families transition from licensed
early childhood care to school.

NWT JK/KOrientation Handbook for Parents

Preparing Your Child for School

Regardless of the type of care from birth to schodalge,

e e 5 AQOAT OO0 AOA OEA EAU AT T C
P Yo Ok o S instrumental in the smooth transition to JK/K. TheNWT

: JK/K Orientation Hanthook for Parents(Appendix E) is
intended to support parents as they help their child ge
ready for JK/K. Schools may choose to share the JK
Orientation Handbook for Parents when communicating

with families.

NWT JK/K Orientation Handbook for Schools

The NWT JK/K Orientation Handbook for Schools

designed to help with the planning and delivery of JK/k @ @ @ e Kncergaren
orientation activities at a regional and local level. It was P iome= Y
developed to establish clear guidelines and expectatior
for Superintendents, Principals, and Teachers while
providing flexibility to design plans that reflect the
different contexts and environments in small
communities and larger centres.

Education, Culture and Employment 70f41
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Importance of Transitions

The transition to JK/K is a big step in a youn
AEEI| A 8h6 eallyBe@A 8re & critical period
of rapid physical, emotional, social, anc
cognitive growth that builds the foundation for
growth and success in the future (CMEC, 2014
Research shows that children who experienc
continuity as they enter school are more likely

Well-prepared transitions can
ensure a positive start in school,
carrying forward the benefits from
high-quality Early Childhood
Education and Care throughout the
primary school period and beyond.

However, badly-managed
transitions risk undermining any
positive effects from ECEC.

OECD, 2006, 2017

to sustain gains that were achieved in preschoc
programs.

Beginning school can involve many mixed feelings of excitement, fear,
anticipation, and apprehension from both children and parentsRegressive
behaviours such as thumb sucking and bed wetting may be signs of stress
during the transition process (Hirst et al., 2011).

School staff must make significant and
strategic choices to help ease the transitiol
to be as smooth as possiblebecause
positive experiences provide a foundation
for later success in school.

A well-prepared start and transition
are linked to reduced grade
retention, higher school completion
rates, successful skill development

and the acquisition of academic
competencies and lifelong success.

Staff and parents cannot assume that th
adjustment to school is smooth anc
unproblematic, even when a child seems t
adjust easily to the new environment
(Ackesjo, 2013).

OECD, 2017

A successful experienceat this stage is likely to influence whether or not
children can develop their full potential, and their ability to cope with future
transitions (OECD, 2017).

Education, Culture and Employment 8of41l
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Interdisciplinary Approach

I AEEI AGO xI OITA EO Aii POEOAA 1 £

and responsibilities affecting the healthy development and learning before,
during, and after transitioning to school. Thinking of this transition as a

collaborative, interdisciplinary process fosters connections between

families,

early childhood programs, schools, health professionals, and community

supports and programs.

4EA AEEI A 100600 AA 006001 O1
participants influence each other and AAE | &
transitions (Lillejord et al, 2017).

Community

Early Childhood
Development Education
and Care

Health and Social
Services

Family

Education, Culture and Employment 90f41
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Family -4 EA EAT EI U EO OEA EEOOO AT A 11060
Beginning from birth, regardless of the type of early childhood education and
care the child may experience, the parents usually remain the constant

influential factors. Parents play A AOEOEAAI oi1 A EI 00
developmental continuity (McWayne et al, 2012).

Health and Social Services - In most cases, medical professionals are the first
point of contact by providing prenatal, birth, and oRgoing care. The names and
bl OEOET T O 1T £ OEA DPAIBPI A EITOIT OAA EI
but, as a system, there is continuity in &ntion and care.

O
m;

Licensed Early Childhood Programs and Care - The first few years of a

AEEIT A8 O alsb Ehaded Wy GeArly education opportunities and/or care
available in the community. These experiences may remain fairly constant prior
to the child entering school or they may change.

Schoolsz7%AOAAOQET T xEI1T AA A AEC AlipiTATO
uir 61T ¢ AAOI OET T A8 ' EAAIT OEU AT A OO0OIT C
growth and development and fostering a positive attitué towards learning that

will affect children throughout the years.

Community -3 0001 OT AET C All 1T &£ OEAOA OAI AOEI
ET Al OAET ¢ A@OAT AAA FEAIT El Uh %l AAODE &EBE
connection between schools angdommunities is strong, it is easier for children

to develop the skills needed to be successful socially and emotionally, physically
AT A AAAAAT EAAT T UG /1 %#$Sh c¢mpyxQs8
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Child - A child-centred education system must consider the JK/K orientation
process with the child as the focus of all planning and decisiemaking and
ATTTxETC ETDPOO AT A 1 x1 AOOE ElengtksFEddsA 1 E ¢
guestions, expectations, and concerns.

One study showed that there are five main factors that children regard as
important before beginning school including:

1 Affective and social relationshipsg knowing how to make friends and having
someone to rely on;

1 Pre-academic skillsz knowing how to learn and knowledge of literacy and
numeracy,

1 School rules and proceduresz knowing what is appropriate and
inappropriate behavior;

1 Classroom procedureg knowing what the classroom is like andvhat to do;
and

1 Feelingsz knowing how to feel good and how to avoid feeling scared.
(Margetts, 2009, 2013).

One of the most recurrent
findings from studies listening to
children’s voices is the
importance of making the
transition with friends, which
enables children to like school,
and to reduce anxiety and
nervousness when entering the
new learning environment.

Margetts, 2017

Education, Culture and Employment 11lof41
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Transitioning to JKK goes beyond a good first
day of school. It is a collaborative process the
happens over time.The smooth transition of a Children should continuously
child into the school setting is not the receive the support they need
responsibility of the school or parent alone. to success in education and
Successful transitions require the participaion develop, notonly at specific
i £ TATU PAIBPIA ET A -
parents, classroom teachers, program suppor
teachers, support assistants, principals, school
counselor, Elders, licensed early childhoot
programs, health professionals, and childrer
themselves.

OECD, 2017

Relationships that are strong, responsive an
reciprocal among all participants help ensure

Continuity in learning . f hild h . t

nesds to acknowledgs continuity for children when moving to a new

the differences between learning environment and provide reassurance

sectars end il dupon that the needs of young children are met througt

the strengths of each. . .

a continuum of service (&CD, 2017). An
interdisciplinary approach may look different in
each community depending on the availability
and strength of communication and connections
between the school and community partners.

Stipek et al, 2017

At the discretion of parents, and based ol

the type of JK program offered in the The whole community participated in the
H education of the child. People
community, JK/K may be a fuliday or half SRR S
day experience. Children may continue tc child well, the chi dwould arciito ghe
. . . back to the community, thus ensuring the
have connections or paritime care with future of generations to come. The

s gl . . elders, the grandparents, the extended
existing licensed early  childhood s —aopla wihreasil it or

programs for half-day or before/after- specia'tv;jgzz»;"'ghm:;:f pareats
school care. This reinforces the neetb for

everyone involved to communicate
positively and work together.

Dene Kede, p.xxvii

Education, Culture and Employment 120f41



- ﬁ ‘ Government of Gouvernement des
Al Northwest Territories Territoires du Nord-Ouest

Expectations for Schools

Education Authorities will develop an overarching regional JK/K orientation
plan for all schools within their region, providing guidelines andexpectations
for superintendents and/or principals.

In alignment with the regional JK/K orientation plan, and in consultation with

the Superintendent, each principal will develop a schodbased JK/K orientation

plan. Schootbased JK/K orientation plans sbuld be reviewed and revised each
year.

While each schoolbased JK/K orientation plan should reflect school specific
needs, there are some common expectations that should be included emery
schookbased JK/K orientation plan to support children and fanlies transition
to schoolas smoothly as possible

Every schootbased JK/K orientation plan must include:

1. Aschool-based JK/K orientation plan for all JK/K students;

2. Communication to parents about JK/Kprogramming and other important
information; and

3. A plan to supportchildren with exceptionalities  with the Schoolbased
Support Team which includes other related service providers, and
professionals from other governnent departments, as needed

Close communication about
children’s previous experiences
and learning contributes to
easing children’s stress and
school adjustment; to better

tailoring transition activities;
and to identifying children in
need of additional support.

Lillejord et al., 2017
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Schooibased JK/K Orientation Plan

In consultation with Superintendents, €hools are responsible for planning and
delivering multiple activities that reach out to all children and their families.
Regions and schools already do activities such as open houses, website
information, radio announcements, parent sessns, etc and are encouraged to
continue best practices that work for their community context.

The OECD, 2017 survey on transitions determined that most jurisdictions
offered five different activities each focusing on transition with the most
common actvities being:

Figure 1.4 Most jurisdictions offer transition practices to prepare children
for their transit to school (2016)

Parent information meetings

Open house days — 93%

Taster days — 85%
Information materials for parents — 75%

Support from specialists

Exchange days — 68%
Information materials for children — 48%
Home visits by primary school teacher — 21%

Notes: Information on transition activities is based on 27-28 countries. Complete information differs by question.
Data by country can be found in Annex 5.A, Table 5A.1
Source: OECD Network on ECEC, “Survey on transitions between ECEC and primary education”, June 2016.

Open house daysz Children can visit the school.

Parent information meetings zParents visit the school and/or meet with staff.
Taster days zChildren patrticipate in classroom activities before starting school.
Information materials for parents  z Flyers, websites, pamphlets, etc.

Support from specialists zProfessionals related to early childhood
development, other than teachers or licensed early childhood educators.
Exchange dayszSchool children visit licensed early childhood programs and
vice vasa.

Information materials for children  zBooks, booklets, videos, etc.

Home visits by primary school teacher z* + 7+ OAAAEAO OEOEO
home.

Percentage of countries

Education, Culture and Employment 140f41
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Communication with Parents

Parents are the experts of their own children and are the core of all K/IK
orientation activities. Reducing barriers such as providing transportation,
childcare, language services, welcoming a sedélected advocate, and ensuring
access to information are mportant in order for parents to feel comfortable in

the school as active and valued members of the school community.

Research shows that the number
of transition activities that parents
participate in is positively
associated with academic and
socio-emaotional gains in the first

year or primary school, even after
controlling for factors such as
socio-economic status.

OECD, 2017

Developing a range of communication practices at different points throughout
the year to connect with families before the first day ofchool is an integral
piece to establishing and maintaining positive relationships.

Strong transitions involving
collaboration and support
among staff, parents and

children before, during and

after the transition period
can improve equity in
education.

Melhuish, 2014

Education, Culture and Employment 150f41
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Consider the information which would be beneficial and determine the best
method and time to share with families. For instance, a good opportunity to

share informaton OACAOAET ¢ OEA AEEI A6 O OAAAEAO .
parents isbeforethe start of the school year.

Instead of using staggered starts to the begin the school year, parents and
children can benefit from visiting the JKK classroom, their teacher, and/or
conducting short interviews to share information about each child in June.

Everyone benefits when able to engage in this process before summer break.
Parents, children and schools all receive knowledge and details fahe
upcoming year which:

1 allows JK/K children to begin the year seamlessly without interruptions;
1 lessens negative stress and uncertainties throughout the summer;

1 empowers families and children to discuss details over the summer, with
knowledge and accurag of what the child will see, feel, and do on the first
day of school;

AT OxAOO PAOAT 6686 AT A AEEI AOAT 60 NOAOOI
provides the school with information from parents that will help with
planning prior to the first days of school;

1 provides more time for opportunities to work together; and

1 reduces unnecessary anticipation and stress of the unknown.

Parents benefit from greater
awareness of what happens
when children transit to primary
schoal; the differences in the
new learning environment; and

why specific measures of
activities are implemented.

OE(D, 2017
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Children with Exceptionalities

Some children and families will require additional support beyond the schoel
based JKK orientation plan; especially children with exceptionalities. An
assessment of, and response to, chikpecific and family needs and supports
requires an interdisciplinary approach that ensures ontinuity among services.

Some students entering JK/K wil have already been assessed and/awill be
receiving services from Rehabilitation 8rvices such as Audiology, Occupational

Therapy, Physiotherapy, and Speech and Language Pathology.

It is important to coordinate schoot

ba_sed meetings to align Wlth partlA O Although stmngtransitionsarelimportant
. . . for everyone, they are particularly
scheduling and availability before the important for disadvantaged children, who
. are at greater risk of developmental losses
start of school in the fall. Some once theystart primary school...including
communities have services available ackeraun: with mmiarant or Incisenods
only when various professionals travel to backgrounds; iving in poor areas or
. . . regions; and with special needs. These
communities and somecommunication background factors often overlaps, making
. . the process of transitions for the child far
and services may also be availabl more complex.

through teleconferences, wekbased OECD, 2017
meetings, and phone calls.

Health professionals may make recommendations, provide clarification, and
can be a support for both families and the school. It is esserititnat schools
work with parents and with those health professionals in gaining written
consent for the sharing of relevant medical results, assessment results, and
professional recommendations with the school.

This interdisciplinary process and information sharing will guide the

development of Student Support Plans (SSP) or Individual Education Plans
(IEP).This is done with parental consent to share information.

Education, Culture and Employment 170f41
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SchoolbasedSupportTeam

According to the NWT Ministerial Directive on
Inclusive Schooling2016), each school willhave

) . . Staff and parents cannot
estadished and maintained a Schoebased assume that adjustment to

Support Team. school is organic and
unproblematic, even when

the child seems to adjust
easily to the new
by the principal, will include the JK/K environment.

In addition to core membership, he team, led

teacher(s), with participation of regional staff, Ackesio, 2013
and other related service providers, anc
professionals  from  other  government
departments, as needed and appropriate, ithe
planning and delivery of supports to all JK/K
students.

The Schoolbased Support Team must be involved in thdK/K Orientation
process of all children with exceptionalities. Theéeam will meet to plan annual
and/or on-going JK/K orientation activities for incoming students, identify
specific needs for individual children and/or children with exceptionalities,
maintain open communication with parents, and be a consistent point of
Al 1T OAAO &I O ZEAITEI EAO8 O0AOAT OO 10600 CE
information and help maintain consistent messaging and positive relationships
when meeting with the Schootbased Support Team Participation on the
Schootbased Support Team to support orientation plansnay change annually
depending on the availability of staff and the needs of children entering JK/K
each year. For instance, a Community Social Services Worker or Hgmi
Preservation Worker may be invited as a part of the team to better support
children in Temporary or Permanent Custody, if applicable to children enrolling
in JK/K that year.

Education, Culture and Employment 180f41
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|ldeas forSuperintendents

Education Authorities will need to establish practices that support parents and
families before and during JK/K school enrolment.

Below is a list that can be used as a guide within your region to help your
schools prepare to assist young childne and thar families with transitioning
into a Junior Kindergarten or Kindergarten program.

General

C Develop a regional JK/K orientation plan. Monitor and revise it each year.

C Review each schoebased JK/K orientation plan.

Communicationwith Families

C Communicate information for JK/K programming and registration using a
variety of methods including radio, billboards, newspapers, posters, social
media, etc.

C Provide information to licensed early childhood programs within your
community to share with the parents of children attending their programs.

C Include links to the NWT JK/K Curriculumand ECE Fact Sheets to the
AOAAOQOEIT ! OOET OEOU AT A¥1T O OAEIT1 068

C Meet with any families with additional identified needs including children
with exceptionalities regarding consent to share information and/or plan a
meeting with partners, as applicable, such as Occupational Therapy, Speech
and Language, Community Social Worker, etc.

C Reduce barriers for families to engage in JK/K orientation activities by

providing transportation, childcare, language servicesand welcome
advocates to join parents teensure access to information

Education, Culture and Employment 190f41
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ldeas forPrincipals

The process of orienting new students to the school requires wefilanned and
intentional activities and communication at any grade but is especially
important for the JK/K level as it will often be the first exposure to the school
setting for these youngchildren.

Below is a list that can be used as a guide as your school prepares to assist
young children and their families with transitioning to JK/K:

General

C Work with your Superintendent to develop a schoebased JK/K
orientation plan for the school.Monitor and revise it each year.

C Organize orientation planning meetings with the Schoebased Support
Team to assess family needs, followp as needed, and to mepare
accommodations for children with identified needs or exceptionalities.

Communicationwith Families

C Provide families with school information such as programming, after
school care, curriculum, policies and procedures, staff, etc.

C Make initial contact with each registered AT ET U O1T EAAT OE £U
strengths and particular needs.

C Meet with any families with additional identified needs including children
with exceptionalities regarding consent to share information and/or plan a
meeting with partners, as applicable, such as Occupational Therapy, Speech
and Language, Community Social ¥ker, etc.

C Share the NWT JK/K Orientation Handbook for Parents with families.

C Send a welcome letter to parents registering JK/K children.

Education, Culture and Employment 200f41
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¢

Host an inperson event for parents of JK/K children and include
interdepartmental personnel and/or information such as:

1.Regional Inclusive Schooling 5. Occupational Therapist
Coordinator (RISC)
6. Child and Family Services
2.ECE Regional Early Childhood Community Social Worker
Consultant (ECC)
7.Licensed EarlyChildhood

3. Public Health Nurse Program operator(s)
4.Speech and Language 8. After-school care programs
Pathologist

Invite nearby licensed early childhood program teachers/children to
special events such as a tour of the school, a designated play day, school
special events, etc.

Invite licensed early childhood program operators to meet with JK/K
teachers to discuss and/or plan together, if possible.

Supporting Children

¢
¢

Plan a buddyday where prospective students can meet current JK/K
students to make connectionslearn routines, etc.

Provide access to books for parents to discuss change, transition, and
school with children register. A list of possible books include:

The Night Before Kindergarteby Natasha Wing and Julie Durrel

Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergartey Jogph Slate
Kindergarten Rocksby Katie Davis

Look out Kindergarten, Here | Comiy Nancy Carlson

| Am Too Absolutely Small for Schdmy Lauren Child

The Kissing Hantby Audrey Penn

The Invisible Stringoy Patrice Karst

Will | Have a FriendPy Miriam Cohen

If You Take a Mouse to Schooy Laura Numeroff

= =2 =4 =4 =4 4 4 A =
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Ideas forTeachers

Transition means saying hello to a new group of children, and possibly saying
goodbye to others. The hope is that, with welplanned and intentional
supports, children will be ready to be successful in the JK/K program.

Below is a list that can be used tdelp guide teachers as they prepare to
welcome new JK/K students into the school and classroom.

General

¢
¢

Join and participate in theSchootbased Support Team.

Participate in JK/K orientation planning meetings with the Schoebased
Support Team and Progam Support Teacher (PST) to assess family needs,
follow-up as needed, and to igpare accommodations for children with
identified needs or exceptionalities.

Communication with Families
Before School:

¢

Provide a newsletter to incoming parents and childrenbefore school
begins introducing yourself and information about the school and the
classroom.

Remind parents about community services such as screening or
immunizations, depending on community availability.

Establish, communicate, and maintain home-school two-way
communication such as email, agendas, phone calls, etc.

During School:

G
G

Invite family members to volunteer and attend school social events.
Maintain regular communication with parents through email, agendas,

Al OxAOET ¢ DPAOAT 006 NOAOOEIT O8
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Supporting Children
Before School:

¢
¢

Invite parents to bring their child to visit the JK/K classroom.

Prepare a classnade book with current JK/K students that shows
classroom activities, school staff, playground, environment, etc.

$EOPI AU AEEI AOAT 60 TAITAO AT TA 10 PEIC

#1T1TTAAO xEOE DOAOET OO0 AAOACEOAOO Oi
activities.

Where applicable and welcomed, visitamilies in their homes.

During SchoolProvide opportunities for children to share experiences
from previous settings.

Plan activities and setup the classroom to encourage socialization for
children to stay connected with friends while also creating new
relationships.

Practice and model clear demonstrations for children to learn the rules and
routines of the school and classroom.

Provide opportunities for children to incorporate items of comfort (toys,
blankets, books, photos, etc) to connect home arsghool experiences.

setOD OEA Al Ad6ooiiT1i AT A bpi Al AAOGEOEOQOE
Encourage children to communicate with others and/or share words in
their home language.

Provide peer buddies connecting current students in the school with new
JK/K students.

Plan a walking field trip around the community allowing children to
identify familiar locations. Discuss how the school is a part of the
community, too.
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Conclusion

Approaching a JK/K orientation process in a collaborative anthterdisciplinary

i ATTAO AOOAAI EOEAO AT A OOOAT COEAT O OE?-Z
DAOOT AOOEEDPO AO Oii1 AO A AEEI A AT Ol1
benefit to keep communication open within the community to address specific,
identified or unanticipated, and orrgoing needs as the child moves through the

school system.

O"U OEAOET C xEOE £ZEAIEI EAO OEA ET & 0i AO
varied ways, early childhood programs, schools and communities can make

certain that famiies 2OA AAOOAO AAIT A O1 AT OEAEO DA
Oi 11T OE OOAT OEOET T h AT A OAEIT1T AAEEAOAI A

O4EEO EiI DT OOAT O x1 OE AAT 1TT1U AA AAEEAC
collaboration with Indigenous governments andcommunity organizations. By

working together as parents, caregivers, healthcare workers, childcare
operators and teaching professionals, we will guarantee our children receive

the very best care and a strong start in a safe, nurturing and healthy
envionmAT 08 / DOEI EUET ¢ OEA AAOI U UAAOO 1 A
investments the Northwest Territories can make towards achieving future long

OAOI AATTTITEA AT A QWREaly Chidioa@évelbphdnEl E O
Action Plan: Right From the Star2017-2020).
The longterm goal of education to help
support each and every child become

A strong start in primary

independent, lifelong learners as positive school and a high-quality
. . . transition from Early
contributors to society begins even before Childhood Education and Care

OEA AEOOO AAU 1 A& OAEHEEEIEE
too soon to start moving forward together academic engagement
with community partnerships and families UNICEF, 2012

to support children.

Education, Culture and Employment 240f41



- ’ Government of Gouvernement des
AN Northwest Territories Territoires du Nord-Ouest

References

Whether cited directly in the document or not, the following references were
used to guide the development of theNWT Junior Kindergarten and
Kindergarten Orientation Handbooks

Ackesjo, K., (2013)D# EE1 AOAT AOT OOET ¢ Al OAAOOGg 3 A
ET AT OPT OAQOEI T OEOAO EI Indratbnadeutna 6fEarldi D C
Childhood, Vol. 45.

Bohan-Baker, Marielle, Priscilla M.D. Little, (2002 The Transition to
Kindergarten: A Review of Current Research andrRising Practices to Involve
Families Harvard Family Research Project.

Caspe, Margaret ; M. Elena Lopez, and Chalatwan Chattrabhuti, (20Faur
Important Things to Know About the Transition to Schoblarvard Family
Research Project.

Council of Ministers of Education, Canada (CMEC), (201Tjansitions and
Landscapes: Early Childhood Learning and Development across Canada.
Hirst, M, et al. (2011), Tansition to primary school: a review of the literature
Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra.

Lillejord, S., et al. (2017)Transition from kindergarten to schoat A systematic
review,Knowledge Center for Education, Oslo.

- AOCAOOOh +8h | igdmmrpneed® krow.ERABDI ABAT @ PAOO
I £ OOAOOETI ¢ OAEITT1 6 ET )1 OAOT AGEIT T A1 04
Reconceptualising Beliefs, Policy and Practi@outledge, New York.

- AOCAOOOh +8h jc¢nmwgs8 OWAOI Ul ®OAT OEOET 1
AAEOOOI AT O AEOAO GE®meatBady@ahildhoo® Edddatioh T 1 ET C
Research Journal/ol. 17/3.

Education, Culture and Employment 250f41


http://www.hfrp.org/publications-resources/browse-our-publications/the-transition-to-kindergarten-a-review-of-current-research-and-promising-practices-to-involve-families
http://www.hfrp.org/publications-resources/browse-our-publications/the-transition-to-kindergarten-a-review-of-current-research-and-promising-practices-to-involve-families
http://www.hfrp.org/publications-resources/browse-our-publications/the-transition-to-kindergarten-a-review-of-current-research-and-promising-practices-to-involve-families
https://elc.grads360.org/services/PDCService.svc/GetPDCDocumentFile?fileId=9713
https://elc.grads360.org/services/PDCService.svc/GetPDCDocumentFile?fileId=9713

- ’ Government of Gouvernement des
AN Northwest Territories Territoires du Nord-Ouest

Margetts, K., (2007). Understanding and supporting children: shaping transition
practices, in: Dunlop, AW, Fabian, H. (Eds Informing Transitions in the Early
Years: Research, Policy and Practice. Open University Press and McGraw Hill.

Marielle BohanBaked, Priscilla M.D. Little, (2002)The Transition to
Kindergarten: A Review of Current Research and Promising Practices to Involve
Families

-A7AUT Ah #8 AO Al 8 | gchioplcedines®skils@EHeddA1 B C
30A00 AEEI AOAT d !'T ET OAOOECAOQEITT 1T &£ 004
Research Quarterly, Vol. 27.

Melhuish, E. (201404 EA E | BlAdiBhodd&dudathon and care on
Ei DPOT OAA X BritisA AcEderGydeds)|f you Could Do One
AEET C8. ETA 11T AAT AAOEIT 1 British AcadeyAlOddn E A A

National Academy of Scienced.ransforming the Workforce for Children Birth
Through Age 8: A Unifying FoundatioBommittee on the Science of Children

Birth to Age 8: Deepening and Broadening the Foundation for Success; Board on
Children, Youth, and Families; Instute of Medicine and National Research
Council. 2015

NWT Early Childhood Development Action Plan: Right From the S0t 7-
2020.

Schulting, Amy; Dodge A. Kenneth, and Malone S. Patriearly Childhood
Longitudinal Studyz Kindergarten Class of 1998999 (ECLK).

OECD (2017)Starting Strong V: Transitions From Early Childhood Education
and Care to Primary EducatiofOECD Pulishing, Paris

0AOAOOh 38 | ¢mpm@h 6 4HaMan Deelopniei (b Bdtdaroad1 O A
A Journey through LifévicGraw-Hill, Sydney.

Education, Culture and Employment 260f41


http://www.hfrp.org/publications-resources/browse-our-publications/the-transition-to-kindergarten-a-review-of-current-research-and-promising-practices-to-involve-families
http://www.hfrp.org/publications-resources/browse-our-publications/the-transition-to-kindergarten-a-review-of-current-research-and-promising-practices-to-involve-families
http://www.hfrp.org/publications-resources/browse-our-publications/the-transition-to-kindergarten-a-review-of-current-research-and-promising-practices-to-involve-families
http://www.britac.ac.uk/publications/if-you-could-do-one-thing
http://www.britac.ac.uk/publications/if-you-could-do-one-thing
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK310544/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK310544/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK310544/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK310544/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK310544/
http://www.hfrp.org/evaluation/the-evaluation-exchange/issue-archive/building-the-future-of-family-involvement/promoting-parent-school-relationships-during-the-transition-to-kindergarten
http://www.hfrp.org/evaluation/the-evaluation-exchange/issue-archive/building-the-future-of-family-involvement/promoting-parent-school-relationships-during-the-transition-to-kindergarten
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264276253-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264276253-en

- ﬁ ’ Government of Gouvernement des
Al Northwest Territories Territoires du Nord-Ouest

Slot, P., et al. (2016Multiple Case Study in Seven European Countries Regarding
Culture-Sensitive Classroom Quality Assessm@f2.3 Curriculum andquality
analysis impact review, CARE, Report.

30EPAEh $8h -4 AEBO} AMA® QB O OBAcIPoligyi O ET
Report,Vol. 30/2, pp.1-23.

3UI OAh ,8 AO Ai 8 jg¢nmoqh O4EA AEEAAOEODR
project: FindnCO A£01T i OEA DOAOGAEIT T 1 DAOEIT Adh )1
of London and SureStart, London, England.

4 A00AT Oh +8 AT A 38 +ACAT jcmpmnqgh O)I1
OOAT OEOEIT T ACAT Aoh ET TDBahsitienAfgAXdungAl A +
Children: Creating connectins across early childhood systgmps313-326,

Brookes, Baltimore, Maryland.

OAC
8 4

Education, Culture and Employment 270f41


http://ecec-care.org/fileadmin/careproject/Publications/reports/CARE_WP2_D2_3_Multiple_Case_study_FINAL_REPORT.pdf
http://ecec-care.org/fileadmin/careproject/Publications/reports/CARE_WP2_D2_3_Multiple_Case_study_FINAL_REPORT.pdf

- ﬁ d Government of ~Gouvernement des
Al Northwest Territories Territoires du Nord-Ouest

APPENDIX ATemplate- Schoolbased JK/K Orientation Plan

Every schootbased JK/K orientation plan must include:
4. Aschool-based JK/K orientation plan for all JK/K students;

5. Communication to parents about JK/K of programming and other
important information; and

6. A plan to supportchildren with exceptionalities  with the Schooltbased
Support Team which includes other related service providers, and
professionals from other government departments, as needed.

Community
School
Date Event Details
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APPENDIX 8Sample- Schootbased JK/K Orientation Plan

Fort River Community
Tundra Valley School

Date Event Details

|

1 Invite parents to visit the school

1 Provide school and JK/K information including
May , . . .
30 Community Information Night pamphlets,presgntatl_ons, et_c.

1 May include registration assistance

1 Include interagency participation and/or information
June | Schootbasedorientation meeting |1 & EOOO | AAOET ¢ O EAAT OE A&|
5-8 #1 entering JK/K

9 Children are invited in small groups to visit the
June | JK/K Orientation Play-Days and classrooms, meet possible peers
24-27 | Parent Interviews 1 Teacher and principal meets with parents to discuss

individual strengths and specific needs
June | Letters home welcoming child to | § Parent and child receive welcoming information or
28 OAAAEAOBO Al AOO| newsletter
Mid- | Schootbasedorientation meeting 1 Sec_ont_j meeting to identify any new needs_since the
Sept | #2 beglnr)lng of school gnd to assess how chlldren are
adjusting and determine next geps accordingly
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APPENDIX C: Sample NA Yy OA LI f Qa 2 St 02YS [ SGGUSNI G2

Dear Parents,

Welcome to Junior Kindergarten at Fort Fjord School. | am thrilled that yo
have registered your child in our school for th2018-2019 school year.

"ACETTETIC OAEITI EO Al EIPBI OOAT O
happy to be a part of this journey with you. Junior Kindergarten is a time (
growth and development. Our teachers have planned many pldased
activities that will encourage children to learn and explore through handson,
fun, and exciting ways.

7A OAAT Cl EUA OEAO DPAOAT OO AOA A A
maintain open communicate and collaboration with families. You are alway
invited into our school and are welcomeOT OEOEO UT OO
participate in activities, and volunteer. Building relationships and learning
between homelife and school is an important part of making connections fo
your child. Your involvement, interest, and enthusiasm will help syport your

A E E | A6irQ hdalthy growth and development.

For more information about our school, curriculum, schedules, and policie
please visit our website atwww.fortfjordschool.com or contact your childd
classroom teacher.

| am looking forward to working closely with families throughout the year.
Please feel free to contact the school with any questions you have regardi
Ui 60 AEEI A0 AgbAOEAT AAO ET *OTEIT O
- UOOvmsi|sQuanaf Ud CcA 1 OUAT AETTE s +EITAI
Merci | Thankyous ( @A8 s s - ADzEOag s - AEOa 3

0OET AEPAI 60 3ECI AOOOA
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APPENDIX D: Samplé S| OKSNRa bSgaftSIadSNI 2 t I NByY

WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN

| am so excited to meet you and your chile
and introduce you to our Kindergarten
classroom at Fort Fjord School.

This newsletter is the first of many that you
will receive. Every month | will send home
a newsletter informing you of upcoming
activities, important dates and

remlnders while highlighting some of the past classroom activities.

Our classroom is designed for childrer
to select engaging, handsn, fun % @ E’!
activities that inspire  creativity, =

) < o W\:/‘
collaboration, and communication. Ask gEEe=El ge
your child what he/she has learned
after school each day and encourag
your child to share details about his/her
daily activities at school.

#EEI AOAT 60O xiI OE EO bl Aus w%wOAOU A
opportunities to engage in learning that supportshealthy emotional, social,
and physical growth through centres, music, movement, art, reading, writing
story-telling, drama, puppetry, science, drawing all while playing!

My main goals for your child this year are to support healthy growth and
developmAT O AT A O1 A O0OAO A 11 06A 1T £
school is important to me. | would like to keep open communication with
Ul 6 OACAOAET C UI OO AEEI AGO AgPPAOE]
team to support your child. Please always & free to share information
and/or ask questions throughout the year.

Sincerely.

4 AAAEAOGO 3ECI AOOOA
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APPENDXE NWT JK/K Orientation Handbook for Parents
Preparing Your Child for School

Providing information, tips, and resources is one way to help support families
as they prepare to transition to JK/K.The NWT JK/K Orientation Handbook for
Parents: Preparing Children for Schodk one of three handbooks designed to
help support the transition process. The handbook for parents contains
information and ideas and is a helpful tool to use during discussions and
planning.

Feedback is welcomed to add, enhance, and revise the handbook dists of
ideasto be purposeful and useful to the audiece.

Please feel free to print and share theN\WT JK/K Orientation Handbook for
Parents:Preparing Your Child for Schoalith parents.
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The whole community participated in the
education of the child. People
understood that if they educated the
child well, the child would grow to give
back to the community, thus ensuring the
future of generations to come. The

elders, the grandparents, the extended
family, people with special gifts or
specialty training, all helped the parents
in educating the child.

Dene Kede, paowvii
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Transition to Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten

Starting school in Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten can be exciting for
children. However, it can also be a time of stress and worgbout leaving familiar

people and routines and facing the unknownChildren may respond differentlyz

some may be happy, others scared. All emotions are normal for your child to feel.

) O EO Ei i OOAT O £ O OEA AAOI GapporbndAEE] AO
Aopl AET OEA AEAT CAO A Prédpariodyduddhilll foAckaade A OAT 6
talking about their feelings, answering questions, and providing consistent support

are important to helping your child and family before the first day of schdo

Working Together

The smooth transition of a child into the school setting is not the responsibility of

the parent alone. While parents help their children get ready for school, schools

Al 601 CcAO OAAAU & O AEEI AOATs8hoot beferE yo@ AT 1
child starts is an important step in opening communication.

I OOAAAOOAEOI OOAT OEOEIT O *+17+ QANOEOAO
Family:4 EA ZAT EI U EO A AEEI A6O AEAEOOO AT A
oneAT T OOAT O OEOIT OCEI ¢

Health and Social Services: Medical

professionals including  pediatricians,

occupational therapists, speech anc
language pathologists, physiotherapy.

Licensed Early Childhood Programs and
Care: Day cares and dajomes.

Schools: Junior Kindergarten to Grade 1z
and postsecondary education.

Community : Extended family, Elders,
friends, programs, and services.

Childg '11 AAAEOETT O |1 6060 AT 1 OEAAO OEA A
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